Endogenous type C RNA virus of Odocoileus hemionus, a mammalian species of New World origin.
Type C RNA viruses have been isolated from several Old World vertebrates, and an even larger number of Old World species have been shown to contain endogenous viral genetic sequences. The present report describes the first isolation of type C virus endogenous to a species originating in the New World. This virus, isolated from cells of the Columbian black-tailed deer, Odocoileus hemionus, is shown to possess genetic sequences in common with DNA of its species of origin. While it shares biochemical and immunologic characteristics with other mammalian type C viruses, its immunologic properties readily distinguish it from known endogenous viruses.